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It has been the desire of the writer of 
the following hints, to write so plainly, 
that few boys at a Public School, even 
the youngest, are likely to misunder- 
stand him : yet, at the same time, by 
no means to confine the advice which 
he has to give, to them. He trusts 
that older boys who may meet with 
this little work, will find in it some 
useful practical hints. 



A few alterations have been made in 

this Second Edition. 

F. P. 



FEW WORDS OF ADVICE 



TO A 



PUBLIC SCHOOL BOY. 



You have been sent to a public school ; 
and since not only your personal com- 
fort, but, which is of greater importance, 
your credit, will depend much on the 
manner in which you conduct yourself 
during your stay, I wish to say a few 
plain words to you. I do not write at 
random ; I do not even write a set of 
rules which I fancy will he likely to be 
of use to any one in your position ; but 
having been myself situated as y<^^ ^^^ 
at present, and YiaVitvg wow tot ^^^«s^ 
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« 

time seen boys so situated^ I write to 
you the results of my own experience ; 
and I feel sure that you will believe, 
when you have read my few words of 
advice, that they are dictated by a 
friendly spirit. 

You have come here either from 
home, or from a private tutor, or from 
a private school. You may probably 
have been told that one gi^at differ- 
ence between a public school education 
and one received at the places which 
I have just mentioned is this, that a 
boy at a public school is lefl more to 
himself during his play hours, and in- 
deed during all the time that he passes 
out of school, than under any more 
private system. It is not unlikely that 
you may find what you have so heard 
to be true, and that you will be now in 
some degree more independent than 
you have yet been. The first piece of 
advice^ therefore, which 1 ha.ve to give 
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you, is this : — if you feel that the eye of 
your master is not so constantly upon 
you at all hours as it was before you 
came here, let this feeling make you 
desirous to do your duty carefully. It 
is no matter of chance that you are 
more independent than you once were. 
You are allowed to be so, in order that 
you may gain manly habits of thought 
and action. Try to gain them. Try to 
act aright on a far higher principle 
than a desire to do your duty in the 
sight of men. Remember that though 
you may not be so constantly under 
the eye of your master as you once 
were, you are not at all less constantly 
under the eye of God. The change 
that has taken place in your circum- 
stances by your being removed from 
home, or from a private tutor, or from 
a private school, has laid you under 
new obligations to act aright. In 
placing you where ^om wow ^sss.^ ^^^j^ 
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has been pleased to commit to your 
care another talent, which you must 
be careful to use in His honour, and 
for your use of which you must cer- 
tainly give account to Him. Start 
with this feeling firmly impreteed on 
your mind, "I am sent here by the 
good providence of God, to whom 
all my thoughts are known, as well 
as all my actions.'' Remember, that 
you have been baptized into the 
Church of Christ, made His soldier, 
bound to honour Him before your 
companions. Remember, that the as- 
sistance of God's Holy Spirit has been 
given to you in baptism, and let it be 
your earnest endeavour not to resist 
His gracious warnings. No other feel- 
ing is so sure to raise you above a 
cowardly fear of the opinion of other 
persons, as a constant belief of God's 
presence with you, and of your duty 
to Him, 
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Having given you this piece of gene- 
ral advice, which, if you try to apply 
it, I, think you wiU find applicable to 
thQ whole .. of your conduct, I wish to 
coma^o particular points. 

L Sqy.ypuroton private pray ersregu^ 
larfy epery morning and evening* Kneel 
down by your bedside, as one who is 
doing an act of which he has no reason 
to be as^^ined. You are not likely to 
beJaugh^ at for doing this. Should, 
therq be any among your schoolfellows ^ 
who are not in the habit of praying 
privately themselves, they will yet know 
weU that your practice is right; and 
they are more likely to imitate your 
exapiple than to oppose you. If, how- 
ever, it should happen that any fault i^ 
found. with you by your schoolfellows, 
airgue the matter kindly and humbly 
with. Uiem; but do not give up this 
plain duty: for you can do nothing 
that is good wilhouX. Cio^«» ^QrosX5sss&. 
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assistance^ and you must not expect 
to receive it, unless you continually 
pray for it. You will find a short form 
both of morning and of evening prayer 
at the end of these remarks, which you 
can use when you like. Always make 
use of the Lord's Prayer, in addition 
to your other prayers. 

In connexion with the subject of 
prayer, I strongly advise you to be 
very careful to behave seriously during 
any religious service in which you may 
have to take part, as a member of the 
school: as, during grace before and 
after meals; during the reading of 
prayers in the school-room or the board- 
ing-house; and especially during pub- 
lic Church service. Always kneel and 
stand during such portions of this ser- 
vice as the rubrics in your Prayer Book 
direct. Guard against a slovenly, 
lounging attitude. Remember that 
you are, while in the house of God^ 
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more peculiarly in the presence of the 
King of kings. Make the responses 
in the Church service regularly. You 
need not do so in a very hud tone of 
voice. This will make you conspicuous, 
and do no good. Do your own duty in 
these matters quietly. Be content to 
set a good example ; and never mind 
whether other boys follow it or not. 
Leave their conduct to those whose 
duty it is to see to it. 

II. Read a portion of the Bible every 
day. You will find the opportunity, if 
you try to find it ; and, as you grow 
older, you will feel the advantage of 
having formed the habit. If you fed 
any doubt what portion to read^ you 
will do well to read the second lesson 
appointed for Morning Service. This,, 
as you doubtless know, is taken from 
on^ of the four gospels, or from the 
Acts of the Apostles — a portion of 
the Bible history wVucVv ^n^t^ ^^Xs^a.- 
tian ought to know ^eW. 
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III. Employ your Sunday profitably. 
Your school-work and your amuse- 
ments will take up by far the greater 
part of your time during the week. Do 
not suffer them to intrude, more than 
you can possibly help, on your Sunday 
employments. God has consecrated one 
day in seven to Himself. The Church 
has set apart this particular day. Do 
you, therefore, on it, try to turn your 
thoughts away from the affairs of this 
world to those of religion. Put aside 
the newspaper: you will have read 
enough of it in the week. Read books 
of a religious character. If you have 
no good school library, where you may 
find such books, your friends will sup- 
ply you. You will do well to read a 
portion of the Qreek Testament regu- 
larly every Sunday. If you are able, 
read the Epistles through, in a course 
of Sunday reading ; and if you find a 

friend or two to read them with you, so 

much the better. 
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IV. Always do your best in your 
school-work. There is a well-known 
old saying, that "whatever is worth 
doing, is worth doing well.^' Believe 
this, and act upon it in those matters 
which seem to you of least importance, 
as well as in those which appear of 
much. Depend upon it that no por- 
tion of your work is of little import- - 
ance. Remember that you are now 
forming your character, that you are 
acquiring habits, which, whether good 
or bad, will not be easily changed 
hereafter; and try to gain habits of 
industry and application. If you 
happen not to be naturally clever, do 
not allow yourself to be disheartened, 
but work the more steadily. The finest 
natural abiUties wiU bring no credit to 
the boy who possesses them, unless 
he is studious ; while regular studious 
application has, in very many in- 
stances, more thaii TCvadL<& \x^ ^^^ '^'^ 
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want of first-rate talent. Do your 
best on high principle, and not only 
because you will hereafter reap the 
benefit of present study. This is per- 
fectly true : but let your chief motive 
be that it is your bounden duty to 
do the best that you can for yourself. 
If you act on this principle, you will 
not be constantly applying to your 
school-fellows for assistance, but will 
take pleasure in mastering di£5cultie& 
for yourself. And it is only by fairly 
attacking your difficulties, that you 
can ever surmount them. The as- 
sistance of . other boys more clever 
thi^n yourself may help you for a time, 
but it will not make you a good 
scholar* It will leave you more hard 
work to do at some futrnre time* For 
it is perfectly true, that there is no 
royal road to learning. Only one 
road will Jead you t\ut\\eT. KtA ^wl 
muat persevere and labour \\wA. \i\ K^.* 
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y. 7Vy to avoid wasting your leisure 
time. Endeavour not only to have 
ydur mind improved by others, but 
also to improve it for yourself. I 
would advise you always to have in 
reacUng some useful book, and not 
to eonfine your reading to light and 
trifling w(Hrk8, which may entertain, 
butcannot improve you. Guard against 
a* fondness for novels. They frequently 
do not give a true picture of the world 
in which you live, and so will often 
disappoint you. Besides, they will un- 
fit you for reading of a better kind. 
Endeavour rather to acquire a taste for 
good books of travels or of history. 
Those of you who are fifteen or six- 
teen years old, ought to begin to read 
tsome English history regularly, if you 
have not done so before. And such 
of you may, with advanta^^x^a.^'SQ^sS^s. 
poetry as WalteT ScsAJC^^ <st ^^^- 
ridge% or SoutViey^^, ot V^^x^^^^^^ 
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Especially^ tryto improve your leisure 
time when you are ill. Do not limit your^ 
self then to reading one chapter of the 
Bible in the day* Read both the mom- 
-I ing^ and both the evening lessons^ at 

least. Study your Prayer Book too. See 
what temper of mind a person ought 
, to have, in order to use the Church 

I prayers rightly, and endeavour to cul- 

tivate such a temper. Think over the 
sins and negligences of your past life. 
Pray that you may be enabled to avoid 
them if you are restored to your usual 
health. Your illness will, in this way^ 
by God's blessing, be made of much 
service to you. 

VI. Be very careful in choosing your 
friends. Do not be in a great hurry to 
be particularly intimate with some one 
among your schoolfellows. No doubt, 
a good friend is a great comfort, but 
a bad one will destroy your happiness. 
. Look well about you, audde^evAw^wv 
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it that any boy, whom you may see 
decidedly guilty bf any sin, whom you 
may hear using bad words, or may 
find doing any thing of which you 
are ashamed, must not be made your 
friend. 

VII. Be open and manly in all your 
conduct. Avoid slyness and cunning, 
and every appearance of dishonesty. 
It is all ungentlemanly, as well as 
sinful; and remember that it is part, 
and a very important part, of your 
duty as a Christian, to be a perfect 
gentleman. Love truth. Avoid lying, 
as you would avoid a pestilence. Let 
nothing induce you to tell a lie. You 
may at some time feel that a lie will 
save you from some threatened punish- 
ment, at the hand either of a master, 
or a schoolfellow. Never mind the 
punishment. Tell the truth. What 
is a little bodily pain, cotcl^^x^^ no^Ja. 
the lasting disgrace >N\iv^ ^xXas^^^ 
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to the character of a liar? You will 
be always respected if you are known 
to love the truth, and what is of more 
importance than the respect of your 
neighbours, you will respect yoiurself. 
Nothing will more eflFectually rob you 
of all self-respect than a habit of 
lying. Avoid, therefore, the foolish 
habit into which many fall, of saying 
what is not true on trifling matters. 
The matters may be mere trifles, but 
the departure from truth can never 
be a trifle. Fence truth round with 
strong barriers, and be careful never 
to break down one of them. 

I will add one caution on this sub- 
ject. A lie may be acted as well as 
told. For instance ; if you give up an 
exercise, professedly done by yourself, 
in which, however, you received help — 
you are guilty of a practical lie, because 
you mean to deceive. Many other in- 
stancea of this too common du will 
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occur to you. Guard carefully against 
such deceit. 

VIII. Never swear. There was a 
time when this sin was common in 
general society. Happily it is not 
common now, and there is not there- 
fore the poor excuse of general bad 
example to justify the practice. It has 
long been banished from all really 
gentlemanly society, and you can 
have but little inducement to indulge 
the practice, except the very love of 
the sin for its own sake. There is no 
sin that brings with it less pleasure; 
none, perhaps, for which so very little 
excuse can be made. 

IX. Carefully guard all your words. 
Not only avoid lying and swearing, 
but avoid also using any bad words, or 
speaking of any thing that you know 
to be sinful. You do not know into 
what great danger you put yourself 
when you hear aiu^ eaxA^'^'^^ \55S»j^^ 
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of, or yourself talk carelessly of them« 
In this way very many persons have 
been caused first to think lightly of 
sin, then to take pleasure in it, and so, 
readily to fall into any snare which the 
devil has laid for them. I do not know 
that I would more strongly advise you 
to avoid the society of any among your 
schoolfellows, than of those whom you 
may find to be in the habit of indulging 
in sinful talk. Believe me, the habit 
is most ruinous. No one can give way 
to it without being seriously injured 
by it. 

Guard also very carefully against the 
habit of speaking in a light and trifling 
way on any serious subject, especially 
against quoting the words of Scripture 
irreverently. Religion is a serious sub- 
ject, and those who trifle with it do so 
to their own cost. Tou had far better 
speak about any other matter, and 
leave the subject of religion to those 
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who understand and appreciate it, than 
allow yourself to speak or even to 
tibdnk upon it, without that solemnity 
and .reverence to which it is always en- 
titled, i . 

. Be< careful to call things by their 
right names. Remember that a sinful 
act is:ainful^ by whatever name you 
call it. You may disguise the evil, but 
you .cannot lessen it« Thus, if you ap- 
propriate to yourself what belongs to 
a smaller or a weaker boy, you inay say 
that you borrow it ; or you may try to 
conceal the unkindness of any particu- 
lar act, by declaring that you were only 
m Jun; and yet the taking what is not 
your own, is stealing ; and cruelty is 
cruelty, call it what you will. 

X. Do not borrow money j or get into 
debt by buying things for which you can^ 
not pay. Your friends allow you what 
they believe to be sufficient. If you 
really think it not «\3L^CAfc\3^^ xe^x^^esaecS- 
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your case to them, and if you still re- 
ceive no more, try to be content with 
what you have. If you once allow 
yourself to borrow, in order to ap- 
pear to have more ready money than 
you can claim as your own, you are 
in some sense guilty of deceit; and 
you are laying the foundation of much 
misery; for the same spirit which 
makes you discontented now, will, if 
you do not endeavour to check it, keep 
you discontented as you get older, and 
no discontented person is ever happy. 
Besides, self-denial is a duty. Try to 
feel this, and to deny yourself in small 
matters. Unless you do so, you will 
never be able to practise self-denial in 
great matters. And without it you 
will never be what every Christian 
ought to be, and may be. 

XI. Never bet. There is a degree of 
excitement in doing so, which may give 
you some slight and temporary plea- 
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• 

sure, but depend upon it that winning 
the money of your schoolfellows will 
not make you really happy. Certainly 
losing your own will have a very differ- 
ent effect. Added to this, you have no 
right to waste your own money, or to 
induce others to waste theirs, in so 
foolish a manner. Money is an import- 
ant means of usefulness. It is given 
to us in order that we may employ it 
profitably: and you will always readily 
find means of so employing it, if you. 
look out for them. You will do well 
to begin early to give what money you, 
may feel able to spare^ in order to re- 
Ueve the temporal or sphitual wants of 
your fellow-creatures. You are old 
enough to understand the importance 
of this; and to derive more pleasure, 
from giving half-arcrown to help a 
needy person, than from winning twice 
as much from a schoolfellow. And do 
not say that you cau ^n^ ^\v^ ^wx 



24 A FEW WORDS OF ADVICE 

win. What right have you to give it? 
What right had its former owner to 
squander it ? Besides^ the habit of bet- 
ting is calculated to make any one who 
gives way to it, fond of money. You 
may not fear this effect in your own 
case ; but be wise in time, and do not 
run the risk. Many a man who has be- 
gun to bet without fear of such an effect, 
has not given up the practice till he has 
been made odious to himself and to 
others, by a love of gain, for its own sake. 
XIL Endeavour to avoid quarrels. 
If you cultivate a conciliatory temper, 
you will find it more easy to keep out 
of them than you might suppose. A 
Christian gentleman ought to be always 
kind and courteous. Do you try to be 
so. Do not suppose it to be your duty 
to return an unkind answer, when un- 
kind words are spoken to you. Try 
at all times to repay evil with good. 
Fighting is happily far less common in 
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schools than it once was. Make up 
your mind never to fight^ if you can pos- 
sibly help it : and if your character is 
that of an honest, upright, straight- 
forward boy, I think you will well be 
able to go through school without fight- 
ing, and yet without being thought the 
worse of. AhovevlXinever getupafight. 
If one character is more to be despised 
than another, it is that of the boy who 
tries to get up quarrels. Such an one 
is low and mean in the greatest degree. 
Do your best to promote peace among 
all about you. 

XIII. Never buUy or tease other boys. 
It has been observed, that no living 
creatures but boys delight in teasing, 
for its own sake. Now, not to in- 
sist on the unkindness and meanness 
of making up one's own pleasure by 
making others miserable — which, I am 
sure, you must acknowledge — ^let me 
ask vou to consider viVvaX. caceiXi^ ^^^^ 
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of a more unchristian spirit. We are 
sent into the world to live together for 
a few years, whether at home, or at 
school, or elsewhere. While we are 
living together, we necessarily depentt 
a good deal on one another for our 
comfort. God means that such should 
be the case. He means us to do all We 
can to lighten one another's sorrd^i^^ 
and pains. And all of us, even tiBie 
youngest and weakest, may do a good 
deal to make those about us happy and 
comfortable. After all our endeavours, 
we shall find much misery that we 
cannot relieve ; but we maybe of miicn 
use, if we do all we can. What then 
must we think of the person who not 
only makes no endeavours to make 
others happy, but who does lall in ftits 
pdwer to make them unhappy; wlio 
finds out what are their weak points^ 
and then sets himself to vex and annoy 
them ? Is this Christian conduct? Is 
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this doing to others as we would have 
them do to us ? What would the state 
of the world be^ if all men acted so ? 
v^d must not our own little world be 
Ifiuch influenced in this matter> for 
^Qod or for evil, by the conduct of each 
Qi^e amongst us ? Depend upon it, 
that every one of us may add much to 
our neighbour's happiness, by deter- 
miping never to annoy or vex him, 
if we can by possibility avoid doing 
^o. 

Particularly observe these rules, if 
your place in the school gives you au- 
thority over others. Use your authority 
kindly, as one who must give account for 
the use which he has made of it. So, 
too, if you are under the authority of any 
upper boys, obey cheerfully and rea- 
dily. Remember, as I have alrea^dy said, 
that you do not find yoiu'self where you 
are by chance. You have been placed 
in a particular position b^ Owt ^\ssi 



28 A FEW WORDS OF ADVICE 

knows what is best for you. Do your 
duty steadily in it. 

In whatever part of the school you 
may be^ protect smaller and younger 
boys. They have a right to look to 
you for protection and assistance. Ke- 
member how much you yourself price 
needed all the kind sympathy and help 
that you could get; — ^what a comfi^rt 
even a kind word or a kind look was, 
when you were younger and more help- 
less, and when the novelty of your 
situation was itself a great trial to you. 
And let those who need protection 
always find it at your hands. I might 
say truly, you will be fully repaid 
by their gratitude : I had rather d&y, 
you will be more than repaid by the 
consciousness that you have acted 
rightly. 

XIV. Lastly J in every tMng that you 
do J try to set a good example. Never 
fancy that your example cannot be of 
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any consequence. It is of very great 
consequence. Of course^ you might 
be in many positions in which you 
would more plainly see that others 
look up to you as their example. But 
any one who mixes at all with his 
fellow-creatures, however small may be 
the influence which he possesses, may 
do either great good, or great harm, by 
the force of his own example. For 
instance, you may be tempted to do 
a wroiig action, or to speak hasty, or 
unkind, or sinful words. Now, if you 
give way to the temptation, and do or 
say what you know to be wrong, how 
can you tell that your example may not 
have caused some one among your 
schoolfellows, who has observed you, 
first to think lightly of some sin ? And 
how shall you repair the evil which has 
been done, when you do not even 
know to whom it has be-^w ^^\NRr^ 
Remember that yout «lc\agw^ «t^ ^». 

c a 
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your own power, but that their con- 
sequences are not. And remember 
that it is your solemn duty to avoid 
saying or domg any thing which 
may cause any companion to sin. 
You are to let the light which has 
been given to you, so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works. 
And if your life is spared long, few 
thoughts will give you more sincere 
or more worthy pleasure than this, — I 
have not intentionally led those, with 
whom I have been associated, into sin : 
few thoughts will make you more un- 
happy than this, — I have caused many 
to think lightly of sin, who might 
have led a consistently good life, if 
my evil example had been wanting. 



ittornittB tPrager. 

Almighty and most niercit\Al£^V\\et, 
^y whose good providence 1 \\«se\i^e 
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brought safely through all the dangers 
of my past life, and preserved to see 
the light of another day, I humbly 
thank Thee for these proofs of thy 
goodness* I thank Thee also, that my 
lot has fallen in a place where I have 
so good an opportunity of acquiring 
knowledge, as I have in this school \ 
It is for no goodness of mine, but 
through thy mercy, that, while so many 
are living in want and ignorance, my 
state is so different^ Still more I bless 
Thee for the spiritual mercies which I 
enjoy: that I have been bom in a Chris- 
tian country ; that I have been redeemed 
from sin by the death of thy Son, Jesus 
Christ ; that I have been brought into 
thy Church by baptism; that I am 

^ [If you ard on the foundation of your school, 
add those words.] I praise Thee for die kmd. 
liberality of our Founder ft\id\>«kXve\wi\ftT?^^'^oswas^ 
which I here enjoy so maii^ aANvoXAJ^^* 
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taught my duty to Thee, and have the 
assistance of thy Holy Spirit to enable 
me to do it. Vouchsafe, O God, to 
keep me this day from sin. Grant that 
I may live throughout it in thy fear. 
Guard me from all the temptations of 
the devil, from all the evils likely to 
befal me in this place, from those sins 
to which my own disposition most ex- 
poses me, from all sinful thoughts, sin- 
ful words, and sinful works. Enable 
me to do my duty to Thee, and to my 
neighbour; and to remember always 
the solemn account which I must give 
to Thee for all my conduct. Let me 
not waste the talents which Thou hast 
been pleased to commit to me, but 
enable me to improve them all to thy 
glory, and to the salvation of my soul *. 

2 [On Sunday morning add these words.] Es- 
pecially bless to uie, ou this day, my attendance at 
thy house. Preserve me, while there, from all 
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I pray Thee to bless [here name your 
relations and friends], and to enable us 
so to live in this present life^ that in 
the world to come we may obtain life 
everlasting, for the sake of Jesus Christy 
thy Son, our Saviour. Amen. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 



Almighty God, who hast been pleased 
to bring me in safety to the close of 
another day, enable me seriously to 
repent of my sins, before I sleep. Thou 
hast seen much in my conduct during 
this day which needs thy gracious 
pardon. [Here confess any sins of 
which you know that you haDe been 

sinful and wandering thoughts. Let thy Holy Spirit 
assist me in all my religious duties and services, 
that I may worship Thee as I ought. Bless to me 
the rest which I enjoy on this day, and prepare me 
for that eternal rest, which remaineth for thy 
people in heaven. 
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guilty in the course 6f the day.'] For- 
give me, I pray Thee, for thy Son^s 
sake, all the evil that I have done, 
and strengthen me by thy Holy Spirit, 
so that I may be enabled to put my- 
self out of the way of temptatiqui 
and to avoid all known sin. Make 
me respectful and obedient to all who 
are here set over me, and kind and 
considerate to all my companions; and 
grant that I may never, by my ex- 
ample, lead them into sin. Watch 
over me this night. Preserve me from 
evil thoughts, and pardon me for 
having so often indulged them in time 
past. Show me my sins. Teach me 
to examine my heart, and to confess 
my guilt to Thee, with a sincere desire 
to serve Thee truly. Bless all those 
who are receiving education in this 
place, and teach us to use our advan- 
tages aright. 

I know not what may befal me this 
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night. If my life is spared to the 
morrow, let me rise newly desirous to 
live as one for whom Jesus Christ has 
died. Hear me, O God, for His sake, 
to whom, with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 



THE END. 
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